Unit — 11: The Dear Departed (One-act Play)

Comprehension Questions

Q # 1: What do the actions and words of Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan reveal
about their true motivations? How do these motivations influence their
behaviour throughout the play?

Ans.

The actions and words of Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan clearly show that they care
more about material things than real love for their father. As soon as they think
he is dead, they start dividing his things without even checking properly. This
shows their selfish nature.

Both sisters try to look more caring than the other, but it is only fake behaviour.
Their real purpose is to get the furniture and the insurance money. These selfish
motivations make them speak politely but act dishonestly. Their behaviour shows
that in their family greed has replaced love and respect.

Q # 2: How.does the-conflict over-Vi1. Merryweather’s possessians drive the plot
of the piay? What doées this conflict reveal-about the characters' values and
priorities?

Ans.

The fight over Mr. Merryweather’s belongings-ereates the main tension in the
story. The sisters argue about who deserves the furniture and the insurance
money. This shows their greed, jealousy, and lack of moral values.

They care more about money than about their father. The conflict shows that
material gain is more important to them than family. The irony becomes strong
when Mr. Merryweather is found alive, which exposes their hypocrisy.



Q # 3: In what ways does Stanley Houghton use satire to criticize family
dynamics and social values in the play? How effective is this approach in
conveying his message?

Ans.

Houghton uses satire (humour with criticism) to show the selfishness and moral
decay of families. He uses exaggerated characters like the Slaters and Jordans to
show how family bonds become weak when greed and materialism take over.
The humour makes the criticism stronger because the audience laughs but also
feels the truth behind it. This method is very effective as it makes people think
about their own values.

Q # 4: How does the play challenge the traditional idea of family unity and
affection? What does The Dear Departed suggest about the nature of family ties
when material wealth is involved?

Ans.

The play challenges the belief that families are always united by love. It shows that
when money or property is involved, family members can easily become selfish
and competitive.

The behavigur/of the Slatersand Jordans shows-thatself-inteérest is stranger for
them than real love. The play teaches'that.true family bonds stiouid be based on
love and sincerity, not on material possessions.



Q # 5: What role does the clock on the mantelpiece play in the story? How might
it symbolize the characters' attitude towards time, routine, or even inheritance?

Ans.

The clock on the mantelpiece is an important symbol. It represents time, change,
and the family's focus on material possessions.

To the Slaters, the clock is just another item to grab, which shows their greed. It
also shows their routine life where real emotions are missing. On a deeper level,
the clock shows that time exposes truth, and that material things can never
replace love, respect, and moral values.

Q # 6: How does Victoria’s character differ from the adults around her? What
does her perspective tell us about the younger generation's view of the family's
behaviour?

Ans.

Victoria is more innocent, honest, and sensible than the adults. She feels
uncomfortable with her mother’s greed and questions their wrong actions.

When her grandfather is found alive, she is the only one truly happy. Her
reactions show that the younger generation can,still see right and wrong. Through
her, the writer Sshows.a contrast between childlike’hanesty ant- adult hypocrisy.

-

Q # 7: How do the characters display hypocrisy _throughout the play? What are
some examples where theic words contradict their actions?

Ans.

The characters show hypocrisy through their fake words and dishonest actions.
They wear black clothes to show false sadness. Mrs. Slater says she wants to “do
the right thing," but she secretly moves her father’s furniture to her own room.
Both sisters call him “poor father,” but they are really thinking about his
belongings and money. Their words sound loving, but their behaviour shows
greed and selfishness.



Q # 8: How does the setting of the play—a single confined living room—affect
the way the characters interact with each other? What might this confined space
suggest about the nature of their relationships?

Ans.

The small living room creates tension among the characters. Because the space is
tight, their arguments and greed come out quickly.

The confined space shows how narrow and shallow their relationships are. There
is no emotional space for real love or respect. This small setting also symbolizes
their closed minds and selfish behaviour.

Q #9: How does Stanley Houghton organise the sequence of events in The Dear
Departed to build tension and reveal the characters' true motives?

Ans.

Houghton builds tension step by step. At first, everyone thinks Mr. Merryweather
is dead, and the sisters immediately show their greed.

As they fight over belongings, their real motives become clear. The tension
reaches its highest point whenMr. Merryweathersuddenly returns alive. Fhis
surprise’expases their fakelove and hypocrisy. The-event Grderkeeps the
audience-interested.and shows how truth.reveals false emotions.



Q # 10: How do the themes of The Dear Departed remain relevant in modern
society? Can you think of contemporary examples where materialism impacts
family relationships in a similar way?

Ans.

The themes of the play are still relevant today because materialism still affects
families. Even today, families fight over inheritance, property, or money, just like
the sisters in the play.

Such fights break emotional bonds and create distance among siblings. The play
reminds us that real happiness comes from love, unity, and respect, not from
wealth.

Questions & Answers from Review 2

Q # 4: What does the title, "The Dear Departed", suggest about the play's
theme, and how is it ironic in the context of the story?

Ans.

The title “The Dear Departed’stiggests that someone loved has-died. But the
irony isthat the person’is not dear to his family-atall. The daughters care-more
abouthis‘property than his life.

Instead of mourning, they fight over his things. The biggestirony is that he has not
even departed—Mr. Abel Merryweather is still alive! His retirn exposes the
family’s greed, lies, and hypocrisy, This shows tHe mairrthemes of the play:
selfishness and moral'decay.



Q # 5: What role does humour play in "The Dear Departed"? How does
Houghton use humour to convey serious themes like family conflict and
hypocrisy?

Ans.

Humour plays an important role in the play. It makes serious issues easier to
understand and more memorable.

Houghton uses funny situations and irony to show greed, conflict, and hypocrisy.
For example, the sisters start fighting over belongings even before confirming
their father’s death. This is both funny and shameful.

Through humour, Houghton criticizes how family love has weakened because of
selfishness and materialism.
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